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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 CARACA 08100 152117Z 

ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 W 

043771 152120Z/70 

R 152040Z AUG 77 
FM AMEMBASSY CARACAS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8791 
INFO AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 
AMEMBASSY PANAMA 

CONFIDENTIAL CARACAS 8100 

EXDIS 

EO 11652GDS 
TAGS: PBOR PN VE CO 

SUBJ: PROPOSED MEETING OF LA PRESIDENTS ON CANAL TREATY 

REF: A CARACAS 7893 AND B STATE 190672 

1 . 1 PASSED MESSAGE PARA 2 REF B TO PRESIDENT PEREZ AND FOREIGN 
MINISTER AUG 12. DURING SATURDAY (AUG 13) BREAKFAST MEETING 
WITH AMB YOUNG (SHELTON AND EINAUDI ALSO PRESENT), CAP HIMSELF 
BROUGHT UP SUBJECT. WE REPEATED POINTS SPECIFICALLY ON DIFFICULTIES 
THIS MIGHT PRESENT IN DOMESTIC AREA AND NEED TO STUDY MATTER. CAP 
DEFENDED THE IDEA OF INVITING CATSTRO STRONGLY; HE DISMISSED IDEA 
OF SUBSTITUTING OAS MEETING SAYING THIS WAS JUST "ELEGANT WAY TO 
EXCLUDE CASTRO"; HE SAID IN EFFECT THE ADVANTAGES TO BE GAINED 
FROM INVITING CASTRO (COMMITTING HIM TO THE TREATY) WOULD 
HAVE TO BE WEIGHTED AGAINST THE DISADVANTAGES, INCLUDING 
IMPACT ON OTHER LA'S AND US RATIFICATION PROCESS. HE SAID 
THE MATTER SHOULD BE STUDIED CAREFULLY AND HE AWAITED OUR 
FRUTHER THOUGHTS. 

VAKY 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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